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“Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have enter-
tained angels without knowing it.”  Hebrews 13:2 
 
We live in a world where we are often suspicious of the stranger.  We 
are suspicious of people who don’t look like us, don’t dress like us, 
don’t worship like us, don’t live like us.  We are suspicious of people 
from different religions, different countries, different cultures, differ-
ent ethnicities.  We are a very, very suspicious people!  However, all 
that suspicion and fear does is lead us to jump to inaccurate and of-
ten harmful conclusions about people who are made in the image of 
God and loved by God just as much as any of us!  When we draw 

back with suspicion and fear, we miss out on the blessings of getting to know and love people 
who are different from ourselves....and we may even miss out on entertaining one of God’s 
“angels” who often come in the guise of unexpected people in unexpected places.   
 Jesus never withdrew from anyone in suspicion or fear.  Even knowing that the chief 
priests and other prominent leaders were keen to arrest and kill him, Jesus never drew back.  He 
continued to engage with them and love them, despite the fact that they wanted nothing more 
than to get him out of their way.  
 Over the next two months, take time to 
reach out to a stranger, someone you don’t 
know whom you might normally pass by with-
out a second thought.  Pay for someone’s gro-
ceries, offer to take someone’s shopping cart to 
the corral for them, compliment someone.  You 
never know when, in doing so, you might be 
entertaining one of God’s “angels,”—and when 
that happens, you will find yourself blessed be-
yond measure in return! 
  In Christ’s Service, 
  Pastor Shalimar      

 
 
 

A NOTE ABOUT  

PASTORAL CARE 
 

Pastor Shalimar would love to provide you with excel-
lent pastoral care, but as she does not read minds and 
as each individual desires a different level of care, it is 
difficult for her to know what the pastoral care needs of 
each individual member of the congregation are.  Just 
as you would take the initiative to contact a doctor if you 
needed medical attention, or a therapist if you needed 
psychological care, please take the initiative to contact 
Pastor Shalimar with your spiritual needs—whether 
your need is for prayer, conversation, a visit in your 
home, or support during a surgical procedure.  Pastor 
Shalimar loves to visit people at their homes, but gener-
ally does so only by invitation out of respect for your 
space and privacy.  She is also happy to talk with you 
over the phone, meet with you in the office inside or 
outside of office hours, join you for conversation in 
some other public location, meet you at the hospital for 
prayer prior to a surgical procedure, etc.  Please help 
Pastor Shalimar out by letting her know of your own 
needs for Pastoral care as well as the needs of others 
of which you are aware.  Pastor Shalimar cannot re-
spond to pastoral care needs of which she is unaware.  
Also, please note that, due to the placement of speak-
ers, Pastor Shalimar has difficulty hearing and retaining 
all the information shared during “Joys and Concerns” 
on Sunday mornings.  Prayer and Visitation request 
cards have been provided in the pews for you to use to 
ensure Pastor Shalimar has all the information she 
needs to respond appropriately to prayer concerns, 
surgeries, hospitalizations, and other pastoral care 
needs.  

APPLE 

FESTIVAL 
Oct. 6-7 

 

Be sure to support 

Avilla Calvary by 

stopping by our stand 

and enjoying some de-

licious Chicken and 

Noodles!! 



 

Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and see you or am 

absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with 

one mind for the faith of the gospel.   

—Philippians 1:27 

The new September/
October Upper Room 
devotional is availa-
ble in the narthex!  
These devos are pro-
vided to you free of 
charge.  Pick up your 
copy today! Find ad-
ditional resources at  
www.upperroom.org. 

“Missional disciples share Christ naturally, inviting people to embark on a lifelong journey 
toward intimacy with God.  Their methods of sharing the Good News of Christ tend not to be 

confrontation and propositional.  They feel that sharing Christ is best accomplished in the 
natural dialogue that develops between friends.  It is helping friends begin moving toward 

God.  —Milfred Minatrea 

Sunday School 
If you are not already in-

volved in a Sunday School 

class, we encourage you to 

make a commitment to join 

one today!  We have two 

adult classes, both of 

which are open to all 

adults, a youth class for 

youth in 6th-12th grade, 

and a children’s class for 

children of all ages.   

Community Bible Study 
“Growing Older and Wiser” 

Mondays at 1:00 p.m. 
September 10—November 12 

(No class on October 8) 
@ Avilla Public Library Terrace Room 

You can't change the fact that you are getting older. 
And, indeed, you may not want to! Age brings many 
gifts and opportunities for continued growth. In nine 
Bible study sessions, we’ll discover how God can effec-
tively and powerfully use those who have grown wiser 
with the passing years.  All people of any or no church 
affiliation are welcome to join in this ecumenical study 
open to the entire community.  Bibles will be provided 
to those who do not bring their own.  No at-home 
study required.  Walk-ins are welcome. 

Disciple Fast-Track Bible Study 

Genesis-Exodus 
Tuesdays, Sept. 4—Nov. 27 

7:00—8:30 p.m. 

Cost of Study Book:  $17 

Contact Church Office ASAP to sign up so that study 

books can be ordered. 

Confirmation 

Classes 

 

Beginning in September, 

our Junior High youth will 

be attending confirmation 

classes as they discern 

whether or not they are 

ready to make a life-time 

commitment to Christ and 

join the church as profess-

ing members.  Please keep 

our three Jr. High youth in 

your prayers as they enter 

into this time of learning 

and discernment: 

 

Rachel Becker 

Aryana Rodenbeck 

Cady Smith 

Small Church 

Workshop 
Tuesday, September 18 

7:00-8:30 p.m. 

@Life House in Huntertown 

 

Designed for churches with 

under 75 in average attend-

ance, the purpose of this event 

is to discover the importance 

of the smaller church congre-

gation in expanding the king-

dom of God in your local mis-

sion field.  Please see Pastor 

Shalimar if you’d like to at-

tend.   



CELEBRATING 
THE CHRISTIAN YEAR 

 
 

SEASON AFTER PENTECOST 
The Season after Pentecost, 
also called “Ordinary Time” is the 
longest season of the church 
year, stretching from Trinity 
Sunday through Christ the King 
Sunday, just before the begin-
ning of Advent.  The color for the 
season after Pentecost is green, 
signifying growth.  During this 
season we are reminded that 
Christ is with us through the 
ordinary times in our lives, and 
not just the extraordinary ones. 

“The hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in 

spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship Him.”  —John 4:23 

Sunday, September 2 

15th Sunday after Pentecost 

James 1:17-27 

Holy Communion will be 

served. 

 

Sunday, September 9 

16th Sunday after Pentecost 

James 2:1-17 

 

Sunday, September 16 

17th Sunday after Pentecost 

James 3:1-12 

 

Sunday, September 23 

18th Sunday after Pentecost 

James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a 

 

Sunday, September 30 

19th Sunday after Pentecost 

James 5:13-20 

 

Sunday, October 7 

20th Sunday after Pentecost 

World Communion Sunday 

Job 1:1, 2:1-10 

“Disoriented” 

Holy Communion will be 

served. 

 

Sunday, October 14 

21st Sunday after Pentecost 

Job 23:1-9, 16-17 

“Deserted” 

 

Sunday, October 21 

22nd Sunday after Pentecost 

Laity Sunday 

Job 38:1-7 (34-41) 

“Silenced” 

 

Sunday, October 28 

23rd Sunday after Pentecost 

Job 42:1-6, 10-17 

“Restored” 

 

 

In September we will work our way through the tiny book 

of James in the New Testament.  James is a fantastic little 

letter that gives some very solid advice about how to live 

the Christian life!  During the month of October we’re go-

ing to dive into a book that doesn’t get a whole lot of mile-

age in preaching:  the book of Job.  We will walk with Job 

as he is disoriented, deserted, silenced, and then restored as 

we consider our own walk with God and our constant strug-

gle with evil, pain, and the great mystery of why bad things 

happen to good people.   

Missional churches 
are seeking to pro-

vide worship in ways 
that allow every per-

son to experience 
God meaningfully 
and authentically.  

Some are rushing in-
to the future by re-
claiming quiet old 
forms of worship.  

Others employ multi-
media, dance, and 
drama.  Worship 

forms are as diverse 
as the communica-
tion techniques em-
braced by those who 
follow god and seek 
to be shaped by his 

heart.   
—Milfred Minatrea 

Sing in the  

Church Choir 
 

Choir Call-Out Meeting 

Wednesday, September 12 

6:30 p.m. 
 

All voices are welcome!   

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY 
We will celebrate All Saints Sunday on 

November 4th.  Names and photographs 

of persons who have died since October 

1st of 2017 need to be turned into the 

church office no later than October 28th 

to ensure inclusion in this service of re-

membrance.  Please do NOT assume the 

office will already have the information! 

WORLD COMMUNION 
SUNDAY 

October 7 

 

In addition to communion, we will share a special 
time of prayer for Christians around the  world. 



 

“Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family you did it to me.” 
—Matthew 25:40 

Each month during 2018 we will feature a different mission agency.  All  undesignated “missions” 
funds collected during that month will go toward that month’s selected mission.   If at any time in the 
year you wish to give to a mission other than the one featured that month, you may do so by writing 
the name of that mission on the memo line of your check.  Thank you for supporting missions!  
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SEPTEMBER: 
 

Noble House Ministries, Inc. 
During the Month of September, all undesignated 
missions monies will support Noble House Minis-
try, Inc. Noble House provides a safe, nurturing 
environment for individuals and families overcom-
ing difficulties.  They serve an average of 131 
homeless men, women, and children each year 
who wish to embark on a journey of rebuilding, 
learning, and emerging.  Support services are pro-
vided.  Go to www.noblehouseministriesinc.com 
for more information. 

OCTOBER: 
 

Trinity Daycare Ministry 
During the month of October, all undesignated mis-
sions monies will support Trinity Daycare Ministry, 
located at Trinity UMC in Albion, Indiana.  Trinity 
Daycare is a not-for-profit ministry that provides 
quality childcare for children aged 6 weeks through 
12 years in a Christian environment.  The program 
proves a preschool for children aged 3-5 and before 
and after school programs for school children.  The 
daycare is overseen by a Board of Directors that meet 
bi-monthly, composed of parents and church repre-
sentatives.      

AVILLA ELEMENTARY READING BUDDIES 
It’s that time of year again!  

Can you spare 30-120 minutes 

each week to befriend an 

Avilla Elementary student and 

listen to them read?  Listen-

ing to a child read while of-

fering help and words of en-

couragement boosts a child’s 

confidence and self-esteem 

and has been proven to improve reading skills!  Many of 

the children in this program also benefit from having 

one-on-one attention from a caring adult who is totally 

focused on them and their needs!  If you are willing to 

commit to being a reading buddy this year, please con-

tact the church office at 260-897-3190.  You will need to 

complete a background check before the program be-

gins. 

Sign up to be one of  our “Scout Encourag-

ers.”  Scout Encouragers are connected 

with one of  our Scout families and are 

asked to contact the Scout family once or 

twice a month to offer encouragement and 

to pray for the Scout family on a regular 

basis.  Contact can be through cards, e-

mails, phone calls, or texts, whatever form 

of  communication you prefer.  Through 

this program we hope to strengthen the 

connection between the church and our 

scouting program and provide prayer sup-

port and encouragement to our scouts.    



AVILLA FOOD PANTRY 
The Avilla Calvary food pantry is always in 
need of plastic grocery bags and food dona-
tions.  Please bring your donations anytime 

the church is open.  Monetary donations also 
help us to replenish needed food supplies.   

SOUPS, STAMPS, & SODAS 
We continue to collect Campbell's Soup labels, can-
celled postage stamps, and pop can tabs for missions.   
Please bring them in anytime and place them in the 

designated containers in the narthex. 
 

CAMPBELL’S SOUP LABELS 
Are sent to McCurdy ministries in New Mexico.  For 

more information go to www.mccurdy.org 
 

CANCELED POSTAGE STAMPS 
Are sent to Marian Mission Storehouse 

 
POP CAN TABS 

Are sent to Ronald McDonald House.  For more infor-
mation go to www.rmhc.org 

 

CHRISTMAS DINNER 
BENEFIT FOR AVILLA CHRISTMAS CHARITIES 

 
Sunday, November 4 

@ St. James Restaurant 
11 a.m. until they run out of food 

$5 minimum donation 
 

Avilla Calvary will once again be providing pies for 
this meal.  Sign-up sheet for pies will go out in mid-
October.  Please support this community-wide effort 

to raise money for Avilla Christmas Charities. 

“Missional churches expect to transform the 
world through involvement and ministry.  Be-
ginning with their own city, they extend their 
focus to their state, their nation, and the ends 
of the earth.  They believe the Gospel is still 
the power of God to transform all who be-
lieve.” 
  —Milfred Minatrea 

Costa Rica Mission Trip 
June 15-22, 2019 

 
INFORMATION SESSION 
Sunday, September 9th 

11:00 a.m. 
 

Estimated cost:  $1900 
(This estimate is based on a team of 10 and $1000 airline tickets.  
Exact cost cannot be calculated until we know how many team 

members we will have and purchase airline tickets.) 
 

Join us as we travel to Costa Rica to 
work with Wil and Yolanda Bailey 
and the Methodist Church in Costa 

Rica’s Southern Zone.  We will be do-
ing construction on churches and/or 
parsonages.  People of all ages are 

welcome.  Children under 16 years of 
age must be accompanied by a parent 
or guardian.  We will be doing fund-
raisers to help reduce the cost of the 

trip for those participating. 
 

Registration and $200 non-
refundable deposit is due by February 

10th.  An addition $800 will be due 
March 1st so that we can purchase air-
line tickets while rates are (hopefully) 
lower.  The balance of the cost will be 

due May 26th. 
 

Pick up info packet in the church or 
call the office to have one sent to you. 

CAMP LAKEWOOD 

WORK DAY 
Dates TBD 

We will have at least one Camp Lakewood 

Word Day this fall, probably in October.  Keep 

your eyes and ears open for more information. 



APPLE FESTIVAL SIGN-UPS 
Apple Festival of Kendallville is October 6 & 7.  

Our church sells the famous chicken and noodles 

during the two day event.  In order for this to 

happen we need your help.  Sign up sheets for 

workers are on the table in the Narthex.  In addition to workers 

during the festival, we need some to set up the booth Thursday 

evening, load the trailer Friday morning and to finish setting up 

the booth on Friday afternoon.  We are also in need of coolers in 

which to keep our chicken and broth.  Coolers need to be at the 

church by October 4th.  Thank you to everyone in advance for 

all the help with the Apple Festival! 

TRUNK-OR-TREAT 
Wednesday, October 31 

5:00—6:30 p.m. 
 

Join us for Trunk-or-Treat on October 31st!  Congregation and community 
members are invited to bring their cars, park them in the parking area, and 
decorate the trunks of their cars, then hand out candy to children as the 
children travel from trunk to trunk collecting their treats!  This is a great out-
reach into the community and a safe way for children to enjoy "trick-or-
treating."  A simple free meal of hotdogs and chili will be provided.  Join 
us!  We'd love to have a strong turn-out from the congregation! 

United Methodist Women Dates 
 

September 
Sept.   Eve Circle  
   

Sept. 22 Northeast District Fall Annual 
  Meeting @ Fort Wayne UMC 
 

Sept. 26 Susanna Circle 
     

October 
Oct. 5-6 Apple Festival 
 

Oct.    Eve Circle 
 

Oct. 24  Susanna Circle 
  Hostess: Cleo Mark 
  Lesson:  Angie Moriarty 
 

Oct. 26-28 7pm Friday-12pm Sunday 
  Silent Retreat 
  Sarto House, Evansville 

OPPORTUNITIES 

TO SERVE 
As followers of Christ we are all 

called to live out our faith 

through acts of service!  Here 

are a few ways you can serve in 

the next two months: 

 

 Sign up to be a Scout En-

courager 

 Sign up to be a Reading 

Buddy 

 Volunteer to work at our 

booth at the Apple Festival 

October 6-7 

 Sing in the Choir 

 Bring your car and pass 

out candy during our 

Trunk or Treat event 

 Share the love and grace of 

Jesus Christ with people in 

your “mission field”:  the 

places where you work, 

shop, study, and play 

 Invite someone to church 

 Volunteer as a Greeter and/

or Usher 

 Bake cookies and help set-

up for Cookie Sunday on 

September 16 and October 

21 

 Visit our members who are 

shut-in and/or in nursing 

homes and/or send them 

cards 

 Contact Don and Karen 

Crawford about volunteer-

ing with the Avilla Food 

Pantry 

 Ask to be trained to run 

sound and/or media during 

our worship services so we 

can better “spread out” 

these responsibilities 

among members of the 

congregation 

 Contact Larry Corbin 

about ways you can assist 

with general maintenance 

and repair needs around 

the church 

 

United Methodist 

Women shall be a com-

munity of women 

whose purpose is to 

know God and to expe-

rience freedom as 

whole persons through 

Jesus Christ; to develop 

a creative, supportive 

fellowship; and to ex-

pand concepts of mis-

sion through participa-

tion in the global minis-

tries of the church.  



~~THE STEWARDSHIP CORNER~~ 
 

Offerings and income for July & Aug.     22,626.46 
Expenses for July & Aug.             13,957.72 
Year to date offerings:             79,355.99 
Year to date expenses:             82,040.91 
   
Other July/August Offerings: 
  Missions—Restore Avilla  235.09 
  Missions—UM Mountain Mission 110.00 
  Missions—Food Pantry  500.00 
  Building fund    620.00 
  Steeple Fund    3715.00 
  Roof Fund    2701.98 
       

Average attendance for July        70 
Average attendance for August  57 
Total # of attendees in July & August 91 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR FAITHFUL ATTENDANCE  

AND FOR YOUR GIFTS!!! 

~~~~~~~~~~ 

Thank you to Cobin Moriarity for volunteering to 
keep my lawn mowed this summer!  Also to Angie 
and Jerry Moriarity for assisting Cobin with mowing 
and trimming.   
   Pastor Shalimar Holderly 

Adrienne Treesh 
Angie Moriarity 
Cobin Moriarity 
Angie Smith 
Anna Becker 
Aryanna Rodenbeck 
Barry Roberson 
Brad Igney 
Cady Smith 
Chris Slusher 
Dave Dolezal 
Dianna Danalds 
Dorothy McKinley 

Gail Rodenbeck 
Gary McKinley 
Jackie Wakeman 
Julie Becker 
Kathy Hile 
Katie Weaver 
Larry Corbin 
LeeAnn Dolezal 
Liz Richmond 
Lori Smurr 
Marvin Rodenbeck 
Mary Felger  
Mary Whonsetler 

Max Franklin 
Rachel Becker 
Renee Rodenbeck 
Rita Igney 
Rob Gienger 
Sandy Igney 
Steve Smurr 
Susie Becker 
Tony Gienger 
Wally Caskey 
Velma Toner 

A huge THANK YOU to everyone who helped to 
make Vacation Bible School a success by volunteer-
ing, decorating, donating food and other items, and 
loaning us decorations.  You are all awesome and we 
couldn’t do it without you!!! 

Dear Calvary United Methodist Church,  
Thank you so much for your donation of $60.  We 
couldn’t do what we do without our amazing support-
ers like you and are especially grateful for your faithful 
support.  Through your donation, you will continue to 
share in the ministry of Common Grace and the hope 
of helping others become all that they can be in 
Christ.  Calvary United Methodist Church, thank you 
once again for your donation.  We thank God for you 
and for all that you do in our community.  May God 
bless each of you and your ministry.   
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you, 
   Janyce Barnes, Team Member 
 
Thank you to everyone who helped carry, make, flip, 
and bag noodles for the Apple Festival—and fix lunch 
for us on Sundays and clean up after our mess!  We 
dare not list names lest we leave someone out, but we 
are deeply grateful to all  40-or-so of you!  You rock! 
   Avilla Calvary UMC 
 
Thank you to LeeAnn Dolezal for covering my Com-
munity Bible Study at the Library on the two Mondays 
I had hospital emergencies last month.  You are deep-
ly appreciated! 
   Pastor Shalimar Holderly 
 
Thank you to everyone who donated to the Steeple 
Fund for the removal of our steeple!  Our steeple, 
which has been leaking since 1997 (or before) was re-
moved on August 9th, and we are pleased to report 
that, despite lots of rain, our roof has not leaked once 
since!  Praise God for a rain-tight roof!  We are still 
waiting to receive the final bill from the contractors.  
We want to offer a special note of recognition to the 
Garman family for their gift of $500 in memory of 
their parents, Homer and Hazel Garman.  The family 
writes, “They were there when the steeple went up.  
Now they’ll be honored when it comes down.”  
Thank you, Garman family, and all others who donat-
ed money to make this much-needed “fix” possible!   
  Trustees & Finance Committees  
 
A huge “Thank You” to everyone who helped with 
the Rummage Sale!  Whether you donated items, 
helped to sort and price, worked the sale, or helped to 
pack up at the end, your assistance is greatly appreciat-
ed!  
  The United Methodist Women 
 

There are three conversions necessary for the Chris-
tian life:  the conversion of the heart, the mind, and 

the purse.  —Martin Luther 



HAPPY  
BIRTHDAY!  

September 
Jeff Dunno  9/9        Sue  Gienger          9/23 
Linda Ream  9/10          Mary Whonsetler    9/24 
Sharon Shisler   9/10       Becky Shull            9/25 
Karen Crawford   9/13      Macey Richmond   9/29 
Cory Harding     9/13       Landon Swogger    9/29 
Kent Garman     9/17       Brooke Bell             9/30 
Kloii Thomas      9/18 
Doug Targgart    9/19 
Ann Liebing      9/21 
Gwen Harding    9/22 

October 
Sherry Kemerly   10/3     Cassie Richmond  10/16 
Karen Patrick     10/4         Anna Becker     10/16 
Gailanna Ransom   10/7     Jennifer Gerst  10/17 
Carole Foster    10/9           Jean Weimer    10/20 
Robert Shull     10/9           Peggy Draper     10/21 
Helana Weaver    10/9       Jerry Becker      10/24 
Steve Sheets     10/11        Jackie Wakeman  10/24 
Lydia Swogger   10/11       Sally Sibert          10/25 
Susie Corbin      10/12        Wyatt Dolezal     10/30 
Margaret Ross    10/13 

HAPPY  
ANNIVERSARY!  

September 

Terry & Lisa Kemerly  9/1  
Wally & Becky Caskey  9/1 
Max & Linda Franklin  9/12  
John & Sherry Kemerly  9/16  
Andrew & Holly Swogger  9/17  
Bill & Star Fetter  9/22  
Bret & Deanna Rodenbeck 9/30 

October 
Keith & Jean Weimer  10/8  
Adam & Leslie Friedel  10/20  
Dave & Lee Ann Dolezal  10/29  
  

The Avilla Calvary Church 
family extends sincere sympa-
thy to the following in their 
bereavement: 
 Friends and family of 

Joan Hardy (d. 7/25) 
 Friends and family of 

Grace Spohr (d. 8/20) 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR 

THESE IMPORTANT DATES!! 
 

It’s Charge Conference season, and that means all 

our committees are meeting to fill leadership roles 

and put together our budget for 2019.  This year’s 

Charge Conference, led by our Conference Superin-

tendent Rev. Dave Neckers, will be held at the 

Kruse Museum in Auburn on Saturday, November 

10th.  All members of the Administrative Council 

are expected to attend this annual meeting.    

 

Lay Leadership Committee Meetings: 

 Wed. September 12 @ 7:30 p.m. 

 Wed. September 19 @ 7:30 p.m. 

 Wed. September 26 @ 7:30 p.m. 

 

Trustees Meetings: 

 Wed. September 5 @7:30 p.m. 

 Wed. October 3 @ 7:30 p.m. 

 

Finance Committee Meetings: 

 Wed. September 10 @ 7:30 p.m. 

 

Staff Parish Committee Meetings: 

 Wed. September 17 @ 7:30 p.m. 

 

Administrative Council Meetings: 

 Wednesday, September 24 @ 7:30 p.m. 

 Read pg. 101-110 in Shaped by God’s Heart 

 in preparation for this meeting 

 

Charge Conference: 

 Saturday, November 10th 

 9:00 a.m.—2:30 p.m. 

 @ Kruse Museum in Auburn 

 All Ad Council members are expected to 

 attend this annual district-wide meeting 



 

Singing our Faith 
“All Creatures of our God and King” 

United Methodist Hymnal #62 
During the months of September and October, we will be 
singing the final stanza of “All Creatures of our God and 
King” as our doxology.  This hymn is derived from the 
“Canticle of the Sun,” written by Francis of Assisi during a 
time of great pain, suffering, and impending death.  Fran-
cis, with his profound love of God’s creation, was able even 
in adversity to join with nature in the praise of God.  The 
text enumerates the facets of nature that praise God and 
then invites people “of tender heart” to join in the praise.  
The final stanza sums up the thought of the text with: “Let 
all things their creature bless, and worship him in humble-
ness.” (From The Hymns of The United Methodist Hym-
nal:  Introduction to the Hymns, Canticles, and Acts of 
Worship edited by Diana Sanchez) 
 
All creatures of our God and King,  
lift up your voice and with us sing, 
O praise ye!  Alleluia! 
O brother son with golden beam,  
O sister moon with silver gleam! 
 
Refrain: 
O praise ye!  O praise ye!   
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!   
 
O brother wind, air, clouds, and rain,  
by which all creatures ye sustain 
O praise ye!  Alleluia! 
Thou rising morn, in praise rejoice, 
Ye lights of evening, find a voice! 
 
O sister water, flowing clear, 
Make music for thy Lord to hear, 
Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
O brother fire who lights the night, 
Providing warmth, enhancing sight, 
 
Dear mother earth, who day by day 
Unfoldest blessings on our way, 
Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
The flowers and fruits that in thee grow, 
Let them God’s glory also show! 
 
All ye who are of tender heart, 
Forgiving others, take your part, 
O praise ye!  Alleluia! 
Ye who long pain and sorrow bear, 
Praise God and on him cast your care! 
 
And thou, our sister, gentle death, 
Waiting to hush our latest breath, 
Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Thou leadest home the child of God, 
And Christ our Lord the way has trod. 
 
Let all things their Creator bless, 
And worship him in humbleness, 
O praise ye!  Alleluia! 
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son, 
And praise the Spirit, Three in One! 

P K N I H I W Y R S S Q G D M 

R L I K X I I Q R R E N V E A 

A B B N S O D E E I I A M S T 

Y L L D G Y O R H D I Z X S U 

T C O I S D A N N A J G D E R 

T M W I K E O A I U L E E L E 

H S C I H B T M S S U N D B M 

N K R W C S C T N B J D H T V 

V N X E R K I Y O N G U E S H 

G T O E H F E G L P T R X D T 

X H D S I C D D U D E A T H I 

V N V E I W A Y N W O N M C A 

U F D S U O R E N E G C N E F 

E L B M U H P N T V S E Y O J 

T E M P T A T I O N L S X O P 
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The Letter of James 

CREATION DAYS 
The month of September is “The Season of Creation,” 
an ecumenical observance begun  in 2000 by a Lu-
theran pastor in Australia.  To learn more about this 
observance and how we can help care for God’s crea-
tion, go to http://seasonofcreation.org/.  There are 
two creation stories in the book of Genesis:  Genesis 
1:1-2:3 and Genesis 2:4-25.  See if you can put the 7 
days of creation in Genesis 1:1-2:3 in the correct or-
der.  Read Genesis 1 to find out if you are correct! 

 

____ the sun, the moon, the stars 
____ sky 
____ light and darkness, day and night 
____ dry land, sea, vegetation 
____ land animals and humans 
____ day of rest 
____ birds and sea animals 
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 Fall Bible Studies 
 Apple Festival  
 Trunk-or-Treat 
 Costa Rica Mission Trip 
 Scout Encouragers 
 Reading Buddies 
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