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“He has shown you, O mortal, what is good.  And what does the Lord require of you? 
To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.” 

Micah 6:8 
 
One of the first speeches/sermons made about the future of the nation was made by Rev. 

John Winthrop aboard the Arabella at the birth of the Massachusetts Bay Colony 146 years before the Declara-
tion of Independence was written in 1776. It was made in 1630 and is best known as the speech used by many 
founders and Presidents as they called America the Shining City on a Hill.   In his speech, Winthrop reminded us 
that liberty and freedom come with shared sacrifice for the good of the community...caring about your neighbors 
and putting aside your own selfishness, even if you don't agree with the majority, because you are a member of a 
community first.   Winthrop writes:  "Now the only way to avoid this shipwreck, and to provide for our posterity, is 
to follow the counsel of Micah, to do justly, to love mercy, to walk humbly with our God.  For this end, we must be 
knit together, in this work, as one man. We must entertain each other in brotherly affection. We must be willing to 
abridge ourselves of our superfluities for the supply of other’s necessities. We must uphold a familiar commerce 
together in all meekness, gentleness, patience and liberality. We must delight in each other; make other’s condi-
tions our own; rejoice together, mourn together, labor and suffer together, always having before our eyes our 
commission and community in the work, as members of the same body." 
 That is the founding statement of this nation—a statement drawn, in part, from the words of the prophet 
Micah as well as passages such as Romans 12:9-16 that emphasize our responsibility to love and care for one 
another, putting the needs of one another before our own selfish needs and passages like 1 Corinthians 12 that 
discuss the ways in which all the different parts of the body must work together in unity for the entire body to 
function well.  Unfortunately, over time we have moved from a nation focused on “we the people” to a nation fo-
cused on “I the individual”—viewing “rights” as they apply to us personally with little thought for the needs and 
rights of others and demonizing those who think or believe differently than us rather than humbling ourselves to 
listen and learn from those who see and experience the world differently than we do.  This focus on individual 
rights and comforts, aversion to self-sacrifice, and inflated self-importance has become blaringly obvious as 
we’ve seen the backlash over the recommendation to wear masks in public as a way of protecting one another 
and slowing the spread of COVID-19.  After all, scientists say the masks do more to protect others than they do 
to protect us, so why should I wear a mask in public if it doesn’t do much to protect me?!   
 Jesus does not teach a gospel of self-importance but of self-sacrifice.  As Christians we are called to be 
servants to one another, giving of ourselves and watching out for the interests of all—especially those who are 
most vulnerable or unable to speak for themselves.  Sometimes this means doing things that make us uncomfort-
able, that require some measure of sacrifice on our part.   
 I don’t like wearing the masks.  They are hot, uncomfortable, and they fog my glasses!  But I wear my 
mask when I am in close proximity to others in public spaces as a way of showing my love and care for them and 
their health.  I do it, not because I am “scared” and not because I am “forced to,” but because I believe that is 
what Jesus would want me to do as I seek to love my neighbor as myself in the midst of this pandemic.  A little 
inconvenience and discomfort on my part is a small price to pay in order to potentially save someone else’s life!   
 Do justice, love mercy, walk humbly with God!  Watch out for one another!  Listen to one another!  Work 
together for the good of all!  And as you prepare to cast your vote in November, remember:  our country didn’t 
become great by focusing on “Me”—our country became great by focusing on “We.”    

      In Christ’s Service, Pastor Shalimar   

EVENTS IN SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER-NOVEMBER 
NOTE:  Our next round of committee meetings will likely occur in 
October in preparation for our annual Charge Conference.  I will con-
tact committee members with our meeting dates after the date for 
Charge Conference has been set—we should know the date of Charge 
Conference by early September. 
 
September 24-26  Rummage Sale 
October 4  Blessing of the Animals @ Avilla Park 
October 10  Annual Conference Part II (Online) 
November 1  All Saints/Christmas Benefit @ St. James 
 

RECEIVE YOUR 
NEWSLETTER  

ELECTRONICALLY 
If you are able and willing to 

receive an electronic copy of the 
newsletter in place of a hard 

copy, please contact the church 
office to let us know and to en-
sure we have your updated e-

mail address on file.   

September 
October 

November 
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CELEBRATING 
THE CHRISTIAN YEAR 

 
SEASON AFTER PENTECOST 

The Season after Pentecost, also 
called “Ordinary Time” is the longest 
season of the church year, stretching 
from Trinity Sunday through Christ the 
King Sunday, just before the begin-
ning of Advent.  The color for the 
season after Pentecost is green, signi-
fying growth.  During this season we 
are reminded that Christ is with us 
through the ordinary times in our lives, 
and not just the extraordinary ones. 
 

ALL SAINTS DAY 
All Saints Day falls on November 1st 
and is usually celebrated in worship 
the first Sunday in November.  On this 
day we remember not only the great 
historic figures of the church, but 
people who we ourselves have known 
and revered as models of the Chris-
tian faith.  We are reminded that our 
lives influence and impact others and 
that we ourselves need to live lives 
worthy of imitation.   

 
CHRIST THE KING 

Christ the King Sunday, also called 
Reign of Christ Sunday, is the final 
Sunday in the Christian Year.  Christ 
the King serves as a bridge between 
the final Sundays in Ordinary Time 
and the beginning of the New Year in 
the Advent Season as focus on 
Christ’s promised second coming and 
the coming of the new age which 
Christ shall reign triumphant and eter-
nal overall of heaven and earth. 
 

ADVENT 
The word advent means “coming” or 
“arrival,” and it is during the season of 
Advent that we focus our attention on 
the promise of Christ’s second coming 
at the end of the age.  Advent is our 
celebration of the promise that Christ 
will return to bring an end to all that is 
contrary to the ways of God.  This 
season lasts four weeks, ending on 
Christmas Eve as we turn our signs 
toward the joy and blessing of Christ’s 
first coming in Jerusalem.  The color 
for Advent is purple, symbolizing roy-
alty, or blue, symbolizing hope. 
 
 

September 6 
14th Sunday after Pentecost 

Genesis 24:1-67 
Isaac & Rebekkah 

 
September 13 

15th Sunday after Pentecost 
Genesis 23:1-19; 25:1-11 

Death of Sarah & Abraham 
 

September 20 
16th Sunday after Pentecost 

Philippians 1:1-11 
Prayer and Thanksgiving 

 
September 27 

17th Sunday after Pentecost 
Philippians 1:12-30 

Living Worthy  
of the Gospel 

 
October 4 

18th Sunday after Pentecost 
World Communion Sunday 

Philippians 2:1-11 
Imitate Christ 

Holy Communion will be 
celebrated 

Blessing of the Animals 
service @ Avilla Park Pa-

vilion at 1:00 p.m. 
 

October 11 
19th Sunday after Pentecost 

Philippians 2:12-30 
Carry Out Your Salvation 

 
October 18 

20th Sunday after Pentecost 
Philippians 3:1-21 

Values and Priorities 

October 25 
21st Sunday after Pentecost 

Reformation Sunday 
Philippians 4:1-23 

Stand Firm 
 

November 1 
22nd Sunday after  

Pentecost 
All Saints Day 

Psalm 34 
Taste and See 

Holy Communion will be 
celebrated 

 
November 8 

23rd Sunday after Pentecost 
Matthew 25:1-13 

Ten Young Bridesmaids 
 

November 15 
24th Sunday after Pentecost 

Matthew 25:14-30 
Valuable Coins 

 
November 22 

Christ the King/Reign of 
Christ Sunday 

Matthew 25:31-46 
Sheep & Goats 

 
November 29 

1st Sunday in Advent 
Isaiah 64:1-9 &  
Mark 13:24-37 

Come, Lord Jesus 
 
 
 

In September we will finish up our series on Genesis as we close out the lives of Abraham and Sa-
rah.  We will then begin a six-week focus on the book of Philippians before moving into the three 
parables in Matthew 25.  The final Sunday in November brings us the beginning of Advent and the 
new Christian Year with a focus on Christ’s second coming before we launch into our Advent  & 
Christmas series on Incarnation in December. 

“Worship is designed to exalt God, not to entertain 
people….Worship is not to entertain those present, 
nor to offer religious education.  Evangelism is not the 
focus of worship.  Neither is worship a self-help session 
for those attending.  Worship is the experience of 
God’s people entering His presence for His bene-
fit….Authentic worship invites participants, not spec-
tators.  Worship is not learning about God; it is en-
countering God.  —Milfred Minatrea 

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY 
Sunday, November 1st   

@ 9:00 a.m. 
 

On November 1st we will be reading 
the names of all those loved ones who 
have died  in the past year, since Octo-
ber 1, 2019.  If you would like the 
name of someone you loved to be read, 
please get their name, dates of birth 
and death, and a picture to the 
church office by Sunday, October 
25th.  Please do not assume the office 
will already have the information!  We 
welcome names of congregation mem-
bers as well as the names of friends and 
family of those in our congregation. 

WORSHIP  
In-Person & Online 

 

Thank you to everyone who has been 
attending in-person worship for 
showing your love and care for one 
another by wearing masks during 
worship and social distancing!  We 
are now following school classroom 
guidelines in allowing you to remove 
your mask while socially distanced 
and seated in your pew.  You are still 
asked to wear a mask while singing, 
coming forward for the offering/
communion, and while moving 
throughout the building.  
 
We encourage those of you who are 
healthy and not at high risk to join us 
for in-person worship on Sundays.  
Don’t let the ease of watching church 
online or your distaste for wearing a 
mask for short periods of time lead 
you to neglect the spiritual discipline 
of gathering with other Christians to 
pray and worship together!  We have 
been too long apart and we need each 
other! 
 
We urge those of you who are unwell, 
at high risk, medically unable to wear 
a mask for short periods of time, or 
living at a distance to continue join-
ing us online!   

“All the earth will worship You, and will sing praises to You;  
They will sing praises to your name.”  Psalm 66:4 
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“How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses to 
help?  Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action.”  —1 John 3:17-18 

All  undesignated “missions” funds collected dur-
ing that month will go toward that month’s select-
ed mission.  

Missions of the Month 

SEPTEMBER: 
Noble House Ministries, Inc. 

During the Month of September, all undesignated missions 
monies will support Noble House Ministry, Inc. Noble 
House provides a safe, nurturing environment for individu-
als and families overcoming difficulties.  They serve an 
average of 131 homeless men, women, and children each 
year who wish to embark on a journey of rebuilding, learn-
ing, and emerging.  Support services are provided.  Go to 
www.noblehouseministriesinc.com for more information. 

OCTOBER: 

Trinity Daycare Ministry 
During the month of October, all undesignated missions 
monies will support Trinity Daycare Ministry, located at 
Trinity UMC in Albion, Indiana.  Trinity Daycare is a not-for-
profit ministry that provides quality childcare for children 
aged 6 weeks through 12 years in a Christian environment.  
The program proves a preschool for children aged 3-5 and 
before and after school programs for school children.  The 
daycare is overseen by a Board of Directors that meet bi-
monthly, composed of parents and church representatives.      

NOVEMBER: 

Camp Lakewood 
Camp Lakewood offers elementary and family camps as 
well as opportunities for church retreats.  Part of Im-
pact2818 Outdoor Ministries, Camp Lakewood is one of 
seven United Methodist camps in Indiana.  Avilla Calvary is 
actively engaged in Camp Lakewood, sending kids to camp 
and assisting with fall and spring work days.  The need at 
Camp Lakewood is especially great this year as COVID-19 
forced the cancellation of all summer camps and retreats, 
crippling a major funding source.  To learn more about 
Camp Lakewood go to https://impact2818.org/our-team/
camp-lakewood/ .   

COSTA RICA  
MISSION TRIP 

2021 
June 19-26, 

2021 
 

Estimated Cost:  $2000 
 

Moving forward in faith, we have set the 
dates for our next mission trip with Costa 
Rica Mission Projects, Inc.!  We’re on 
schedule to join our friends in San Isidro 
June 19-26, 2021.  Applications will be 
available in August and must be turned in 
with a non-refundable $200 deposit by 
February 7.  Estimated costs are based on a 
team of 10 and $1000 airfare.  In the case 
that the trip will need to be postponed an-
other year due to COVID-related travel re-
strictions, all out-of-pocket monies, in-
cluding the $200 deposit, will be refunded 
and any money raised or donated will be 
held in the account for a future trip.  We 
will begin discussing fundraising options 
soon.  Spread the word!!  Our work will in-
volve some form of construction.  All ages 
and abilities are welcome.  Youth under the 
age of 16 must be accompanied by a parent 
or parent-approved power of attorney. 
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ADOPT A 
TEACHER 

This year we 
have 7 teach-
ers that are 
new to the 
Avilla Elemen-
tary School as 

well as a new principal, Jeff 
Harper!!  We are in the pro-
cess of contacting these 
teachers to ask them for 
their “wish lists” so we can 
bless them throughout the 
year.  Please keep them in 
your prayers: 
 
Josie Urig (Pre-School); 
Jackie Foster (Pre-
School); Jaren Shepherd 
(Pre-School); Anita Zollars 
(Pre-School); Mary Bulte-
meier (Sports & Fitness); 
Tina Ball (Tech); Nikki 
Laycock (Speech). 

“The word mission turns church service 
outward.  Mission reminds congregations 
that Christ’s compassion, grace, mercy, and 
love extend to the entire world, and these 
fruits are cultivated not only within the walls 
of the church or among the people of the 
Body of Christ who are regularly seen and 
already known.  Mission refers to the posi-
tive difference made in the lives of people 
beyond the inner circle of the church.” 
—Robert Schnase 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY:   
MAINTENANCE HELP  

NEEDED AT  
EPWORTH FOREST 

 
There is an urgent need for your help at Epworth Forest.  
  
As you know, Covid-19 has taken a heavy toll on small businesses. This is 
especially true for the UMC camps. All the camps had to cancel their summer 
programs and Epworth has had many of their weekend programs cancelled as 
well. The loss of income is going to result in a large financial loss estimated to 
be over $600,000. The camps and their staff have been diligent to reduce vari-
able and fixed expenses including staff salaries. The latest round of cuts, un-
fortunately, included laying off all cleaning, grounds crew and mainte-
nance staff.  
  
The loss of staff will create a new set of challenges for Epworth Forest as we 
try to remain open to some groups and as we fully reopen in the future. Our 
hope is that we can use volunteers, like you, to fill our immediate need for 
"reactive" maintenance and keep the conference center open and operational. 
  
Our needs will include general skills and specific skills. For example, general 
maintenance might include fixing doors, windows, locks and shelves. Specific 
skills include plumbing, electric, heating, air conditioning and appliances. 
Grounds crew work tends to be more general in nature from trimming trees to 
picking up sticks to mowing grass and mulching leaves. Before you know it 
we will be shoveling snow. I will be happy to teach you to use the mower, 
tractor or utility vehicle to help maintain the grounds. I also know there are 
some volunteers with excellent cleaning skills on our list. Your help, in any of 
these areas, will ensure that our guests have a more positive experience as the 
camps recover and continue to provide a life changing experience to kids and 
adults alike. 
  
I have talked with several volunteers who have made commitments to come 
help on the 1st and 3rd or the 2nd and 4th, Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday 
of each month. Maybe you can only help on the first Saturday of each month 
or only after work each day. I will work my schedule around your availability. 
My hope is to have enough volunteers to cover at least three days per week of 
maintenance, grounds keeping and housekeeping. Husband and wife teams are 
great. Families would be awesome so bring the kids. I realize some of your 
travel or go on vacations; some go south for the winter. We will work around 
any issues. 
  
Here are some additional thoughts for this volunteer process: we need to prac-
tice social distancing and safety for everyone. We do require that you have 
your temperature taken at the office prior to working and masks are used in-
doors or when you cannot maintain a safe distance. Please pack a lunch and 
water. AJ Austin and I are working to create a list of maintenance, grounds 
keeping and cleaning jobs, If you sign up for the 2nd Tuesday and there are no 
projects or needs for that day we will let you know to take the day off. 
  
There are a couple of projects that could be done by small groups as well. We 
have plenty of wood to cut and split for firewood. We do have chainsaws and 
a splitter. We are also planning a controlled demolition of Overmeyer interior 
with the hope of remodeling in 2021. 
  
Would you please consider helping us during this time of uncertainty? Give 
me a call if you have questions or this see where we can best use your time 
and talent. 
  
Steve Jungbauer 
Epworth Forest Conference Center 
574-453-4490 

READING BUDDIES 
Due to COVID-19 precautions, 
we are not able to launch our 
“Reading Buddies” program at 
Avilla Elementary at this time.  
Please keep the students who 
normally benefit from this pro-
gram in your prayers! 
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Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and see you or am absent and hear 
about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind  

for the faith of the gospel.   —Philippians 1:27 

The Upper Room devo-
tional is published eve-
ry other month and is  
available in the nar-
thex free of charge!  
Pick up your copy to-
day! Find additional 
devotional  resources 
at  
www.upperroom.org. 

Sacred Heart 
Bible Study 

Wednesdays @ 2 p.m. at 
Presence Sacred Heart 

Home 

ADVENT SERMON SERIES &  
HOME BOOK STUDY 

“Incarnation:   
Rediscovering the  

Significance of Christmas” 
 
His parents gave him the name Jesus. But the prophets, the shepherds, 
the wise men, and the angels addressed him by other names. They called 
him Lord, Messiah, Savior, Emmanuel, Light of the World, and Word 
Made Flesh. In Incarnation: Rediscovering the Significance of Christ-
mas, best-selling author Adam Hamilton examines the names of Christ 
used by the gospel writers, exploring the historical and personal signifi-
cance of his birth. This Advent season church families will come together 
to remember what’s important. In the face of uncertainty and conflict, 
Christians reclaim the Christ child who brings us together, heals our 
hearts, and calls us to bring light into the darkness. Now more than ever, 
we invite you to reflect upon the significance of the Christ child for our 
lives and world today!   
 
During the month of December, Pastor Shalimar will preach a sermon 
series based on the names for Jesus discussed in this book.  You are 
invited to dig deeper by reading the book yourself!!  All those who partici-
pate in this at-home study will be given access to online videos that com-
pliment the book and the sermon series.  You will also be given the option 
to participate in four 45-minute online ZOOM discussion meetings on 
Tuesday evenings at 6:30 p.m.  The book + shipping costs $24 and 
checks can be made out to the church.  If you would like to join us in dig-
ging deeper, please purchase a book and send the following form into the 
church by  November 8th so that we can order your book ! 

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 

Please Order Me a Book!  My $24 check is enclosed:   
 
NAME:  _______________________________________ 
 
MAILING ADDRESS (where we send your book):  
______________________________________________
______________________________________________ 
 
E-MAIL ADDRESS:   
______________________________________________ 
 
SIGN ME UP FOR ZOOM DISCUSSIONS:  Yes   /   No 
Tuesday Dec. 8, 15, 22 & 29 @ 6:30 p.m.  The Zoom Link will be e-mailed to you 
prior to each meeting. 

BLESSING OF 
THE ANIMALS 

Sunday, October 4 
1:00 p.m. 

@ Avilla Park Pavilion 
 
You and your pets (cats, dogs, 
birds, gerbils, etc.) are invited 
to join us for a “Blessing of the 
Animals” service in the Avilla 
Park Pavilion on Sunday, Octo-
ber 4th at 1:00 p.m.  This ser-
vice will last approximately 30 
minutes (depending on the 
number of pets present) and 
will include scripture, prayer, 
and a blessing of each animal 
present.  If you are unable to 
bring your pet, you are wel-
come to bring a photo.  As we 
will be outdoors, masks are op-
tional.  Join us and invite your 
friends!!! 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY!  
Carly Smith  8 
Sharon Shisler 10 
Linda Ream  10 
Dawn Targgart 11 
Karen Crawford 13 
Kent Garman  17 
Kloii Thomas  18 
Doug Targgart  19 

Ann Liebing  21 
Gwen Harding  22 
Sue Gienger  23 
Mary Whonsetler 24 
Becky Shull  25 
Macey Richmond 29 
Landon Swogger 29 
 

Sherry Kemerly 3 
Karen Patrick  4 
Zach Sarrazine 5 
Gailanna Ransom 7 
Joelle Parks  7 
Carole Foster  9 
Robert Shull  9 
Helana Weaver 9 
Lydia Swogger 11 
Susie Corbin  12 

Margaret Ross 13 
Cassie Richmond 16 
Anna Becker  16 
Jean Weimer  20 
Peggy Draper  21 
Jerry Becker  24 
Jackie Wakeman 24 
Sally Sibert  25 
Wyatt Dolezal  30 
 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!  

September 

Wallace & Rebecca Caskey 1 
Terry & Lisa Kemerly  1 
Max & Linda Franklin  12 
John & Sherry Kemerly  16 
Andy & Holly Swogger  17 
Bill & Star Fetter  22 

October 

Keith & Jean Weimer  8 
Zach & Melissa Sarrazine  8 
Adam & Leslie Friedel  20 
Dave & Lee Ann Dolezal  29 

November 

Todd & Kathy Hile  10 
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Lee Ann Dolezal 2 
Chris Slusher  8 
Jane Swogger  8 
Payton Hart  9 
Andy Swogger  13 
Madisyn Redman 14 
John Kemerly  15 
Danyelle Lewis 16 
Rob Gienger  17 
Dave Dolezal  17 

Dianna Danalds 18 
Carrie Hunter  20 
Aryanna Rodenbeck 21 
Rheta Igney  22 
Amy Barker  23 
Marvin Rodenbeck 24 
Dan Hart  29 
Wallace Caskey 30 
Jason Shull  30 
   

Pat Meyer 
Presence Sacred Heart 
515 N Main Street 
Avilla, IN  46710 
 
Wilma Mueller 
Presence Sacred Heart 
515 N Main Street 
Avilla, IN  46710 
 
Sharon Shisler 
Lutheran Life Village 
351 N Allen Chapel Rd. 
Kendallville, IN  46755 
 
 

Doris Smurr 
Lincolnshire Place 
11911 Diebold Road 
Ft. Wayne, IN  46845 
 
Joy Sneary 
Orchard Pointe 
702 Sawyer Road 
Kendallville, IN  46755 
 
Dianna Zimmerman 
Orchard Point 
702 Sawyer Road 
Kendallville, IN  46755 
 
 

Ann VanZile 
Presence Sacred Heart 
515 N Main Street 
Avilla, IN  46710 
 
Margaret Ross 
Chapman Place 
3110 Coliseum Blvd East 
Ft. Wayne, IN  46805 
 
At Home: 
Nicole Harding 
Gailanna Ransom 
Sally Sibert 
Allan Simon 
 

We lift up the families of the following 
saints-in-glory as they mourn the passing 
of their loved ones: 
 

• Carl Gienger d. 7/15/20 

V
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Our friends who are 
confined at home or in 
residential facilities 
love to hear from us!  
Let’s brighten their 
day by sending them 
some cards over the 
next few months.  Ad-
dresses for those living 
in residential facilities 
are provided here.  Ad-
dresses for those living 
at home can be found 
in the church directory 
or through contacting 
the church office. 
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READ THE MINOR PROPHETS THIS FALL 

Over the summer we read the New Testament.  Over the next three months I challenge you to read through some 

books that are largely neglected—the 12 minor prophets in the Old Testament!  Readings are scheduled Monday-

Friday with Saturdays and Sundays off—but feel free to read whichever days are most convenient for you.  With 

two exceptions, you’ll only be reading one chapter per day, so the reading will be a lot lighter than it was this sum-

mer!  I’ll post a video on Facebook every Monday at 7:00 a.m. to introduce each weeks readings.  If You want to 

do additional readings on the weekends, so that you are not skipping any days, I recommend you read a chapter 

of Proverbs on Saturdays and Sundays.  Let’s dig into scripture and hear what the prophets of old have to say to 

us today! 

WEEK ONE-September 1-6 

September 1:  Hosea 1 

September 2:  Hosea 2 

September 3:  Hosea 3 

September 4:  Hosea 4 

 

WEEK TWO:  September 7-13 

September 7:  Hosea 5 

September 8:  Hosea 6 

September 9:  Hosea 7 

September 10:  Hosea 8 

September 11:  Hosea 9 

 

WEEK THREE:  September 14-20 

September 14:  Hosea 10 

September 15:  Hosea 11 

September 16:  Hosea 12 

September 17:  Hosea 13 

September 18:  Hosea 14 

 

WEEK FOUR:  September 21-27 

September 21:  Joel 1 

September 22:  Joel 2 

September 23:  Joel 3 

September 24:  Amos 1 

September 25:  Amos 2 

 

WEEK FIVE:  Sept. 28-Oct. 4 

September 28:  Amos 3 

September 29:  Amos 4 

September 30:  Amos 5 

October 1:  Amos 6 

October 2:  Amos 7 

 

WEEK SIX:  October 5-11 

October 5:  Amos 8 

October 6:  Amos 9 

October 7:  Obadiah 1 

October 8:  Jonah 1-2 

October 9:  Jonah 3-4 

 

WEEK SEVEN:  October 12-18 

October 12:  Micah 1 

October 13:  Micah 2 

October 14:  Micah 3 

October 15:  Micah 4 

October 16:  Micah 5 

 

WEEK EIGHT:  October 19-25 

October 19:  Micah 6 

October 20:  Micah 7 

October 21:  Nahum 1 

October 22:  Nahum 2 

October 23:  Nahum 3 

 

WEEK NINE  Oct. 26-Nov. 1 

October 26:  Habakkuk 1 

October 27:  Habakkuk 2 

October 28:  Habakkuk 3 

October 29:  Zephaniah 1 

October 30:  Zephaniah 2 

 

WEEK TEN:  November 2-8 

November 2:  Zephaniah 3 

November 3:  Haggai 1 

November 4:  Haggai 2 

November 5:  Zechariah 1 

November 6:  Zechariah 2 

 

WEEK ELEVEN:  November 9-15 

November 9:  Zechariah 3 

November 10:  Zechariah 4 

November 11: Zechariah 6 

November 12:  Zechariah 7 

November 13:  Zechariah 8 

 

WEEK TWELVE:  November 16-22 

November 16:  Zechariah 9 

November 17:  Zechariah 10 

November 18:  Zechariah 11 

November 19:  Zechariah 12 

November 20:  Zechariah 13 

WEEK THIRTEEN:  November 23-30 

November 23:  Zechariah 14 

November 24:  Malachi 1 

November 25:  Malachi 2 

November 26:  Malachi 3 

November 27:  Malachi 4 

 

 
You’re blessed when you 

stay on course, 
    walking steadily on the 

road revealed by God. 
You’re blessed when you 

follow his directions, 
    doing your best to find 

him. 
That’s right—you don’t go 

off on your own; 
    you walk straight along 

the road he set. 
You, God, prescribed the 

right way to live; 
    now you expect us to 

live it. 
Oh, that my steps might 

be steady, 
    keeping to the course 

you set; 
Then I’d never have any 

regrets 
    in comparing my life 

with your counsel. 
I thank you for speaking 
straight from your heart; 
    I learn the pattern of 

your righteous ways. 
I’m going to do what you 

tell me to do; 
    don’t ever walk off and 

leave me. 
 

Psalm 119:1-8 
The Message 
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Christian Principles in an Election Year 
In 2004, the National Council of Churches USA wrote and released 10 principles for evaluating candi-
dates that it hoped all Christians - from liberals to conservatives - would study and apply as they 
prayerfully considered who to vote for on Election Day.  I invite you to consider these principles as 
you prepare to vote in our upcoming election on November 3rd.  The full text of this document is be-
low:   
 

Our Christian faith compels us to address the world through the lens of our relationship to God and to 
one another. Public discourse is enhanced as we engage civic leaders on the values and ethics af-
firmed by our faith. At the same time, religious liberty and the integrity of our democracy will be pro-
tected as candidates refrain from using faith-based organizations and institutions for partisan gain. 
We offer these ten principles to those seeking to accept the responsibility that comes with holding 
public office. 
 
1.  War is contrary to the will of God. While the use of violent force may, at times, be a necessity of 
last resort, Christ pronounces his blessing on the peacemakers. We look for political leaders who will 
make peace with justice a top priority and who will actively seek nonviolent solutions to conflict. 
 
2. God calls us to live in communities shaped by peace and cooperation. We reject policies that 
abandon large segments of our inner city and rural populations to hopelessness. We look for political 
leaders who will re-build our communities and bring an end to the cycles of violence and killing. 
 
3. God created us for each other, and thus our security depends on the well-being of our global 
neighbors. We look for political leaders for whom a foreign policy based on cooperation and global 
justice is an urgent concern. 
 
4. God calls us to be advocates for those who are most vulnerable in our society. We look for political 
leaders who yearn for economic justice and who will seek to reduce the growing disparity between 
rich and poor. 
 
5. Each human being is created in the image of God and is of infinite worth. We look for political lead-
ers who actively promote racial justice and equal opportunity for everyone. 
 
6. The earth belongs to God and is intrinsically good. We look for political leaders who recognize the 
earth's goodness, champion environmental justice, and uphold our responsibility to be stewards of 
God’s creation. 
 
7. Christians have a biblical mandate to welcome strangers. We look for political leaders who will 
pursue fair immigration policies and speak out against xenophobia. 
 
8. Those who follow Christ are called to heal the sick. We look for political leaders who will support 
adequate, affordable and accessible health care for all. 
 
9. Because of the transforming power of God’s grace, all humans are called to be in right relationship 
with each other. We look for political leaders who seek a restorative, not retributive, approach to the 
criminal justice system and the individuals within it. 
 
10. Providing enriched learning environments for all of God’s children is a moral imperative. We look 
for political leaders who will advocate for equal educational opportunity and abundant funding for 
children’s services. 
 
Finally, our religious tradition admonishes us not to bear false witness against our neighbor and to 
love our enemies. We ask that the campaigns of political candidates and the coverage of the media 
in this election season be conducted according to principles of fairness, honesty and integrity. 

PRAYERFULLY PREPARE FOR OUR NATIONAL ELECTION 
ON NOVEMBER 3rd  

PRAYER FOR  
THE NATION 

Look graciously, O Lord, upon 
this land.  Where it is in pride, 
subdue it.  Where it is in need, 
supply it.  Where it is in error, 
rectify it.  Where it is in de-
fault, restore it.  And where it 
holds to that which is just and 
compassionate, support it.  
Amen. 
 

PRAYER FOR  
LEADERS 

O God, as you anointed leaders 
and called prophets of old, lead 
us to recognize our true repre-
sentatives and authentic lead-
ers: men and women who love 
your people and can walk with 
them, who feel their pain and 
share their joys, who dream 
their dreams and strive to ac-
company them to their com-
mon goal.  In your fire, with 
your Spirit, embolden and 
commission us to transform 
our political system, to serve 
your people, and to bring real 
glory to your name.  Amen. 
 

PRAYER FOR  
ELECTION DAY 

Almighty God, to whom we 
must account for all our pow-
ers and privileges: Guide the 
people of the United States in 
the election of officials and 
representatives; that, by faith-
ful administration and wise 
laws, the rights of all may be 
protected and our nation be 
enabled to fulfill your purpos-
es; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.  
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“Vibrant, fruitful, 
growing congregations 
thrive because of the 

extraordinary sharing, 
willing sacrifice, and 
joyous giving of their 
members out of love 

for God and neighbor.”  
-Robert Schnase- 

Special Sunday Offerings 

To learn more go to http://www.umc.org/how-
we-serve/special-sundays. 

 

October 4:  World Communion Sunday 
November 29:  United Methodist Student 

Day 

SEEKING POSTAGE 
STAMP DONATIONS 

Thank you to everyone who do-
nated postage stamps these past 
three months!  We’ve gone 
through quite a bit of postage 
since the pandemic began in an 
attempt to keep everyone, includ-
ing those without access to the 
internet, connected and informed.  
Please keep both first class and 
postcard stamps coming in.  Every 
stamp helps.  THANK YOU!! 

 

THANK YOU THANK YOU  

THANK YOU!! 
 Dear Calvary United Methodist Church, Thank you so much for your 

generous donation to the ministry of Life and Family Services.  We 
know God sent wonderful people to provide for this work and see us 
through this time.  You are one of them, and we appreciate you—more 
than you might know.  We know by seeking Him, we find the answers 
we need, even if we don’t’ have all the answers we want.  Thank you!  
—Debbie Derby 

 

 Pastor Shalimar and Congregation, Somehow, saying “thank you” 
doesn’t seem like enough.  But I hope you know how much your kind-
ness has meant to us.  —The Fred Clevenger Family 

 

 Dear Avilla Calvary UMC, Thank you for your donation of $100.  We are 
grateful for your continued support.  It has been said, “The grace of 
God enlarges our capacity to do good work every time we show up.”  
We so appreciate that you keep showing up helping us provide opportu-
nities for our neighbors to experience the grace of God that enlarges 
their and our capacity to do good work.  Avilla Calvary UMC, thank you 
once again for your donation, that you keep showing up and for contin-
uing to partner with Common Grace.  May the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ be with you.  —Joyce Barnes, Team Member 

 

 Dear Friends in Mission, Thank you!  The dear people you just helped 
with your gift to UMCOR may never have the opportunity to meet you, 
but if they did, I am certain their response would be—Thank You!  To-
gether, may we continue to reveal the love of God for men, women, 
and children of all ethnic, rational, cultural, and national backgrounds 
and to demonstrate genuine love for our neighbors.  —Thomas G. Kem-
per, General Secretary & Roland Fernandes, COO and General Treasurer 

 

 An enormous “Thank You” to Rachel Becker for playing piano for our 
worship services these past six months, to Julie Becker for managing all 
the changes to our tech system, and to Angie Smith and Anna Becker 
for learning and working the sound board!!    

ONLINE GIVING 
You can now give your tithes and offerings online through PayPal.  Simply go to 
our website www.avillacalvaryumc.org and click on the “Donate” button.  You will 
be taken to a secure site where you can set up a one time or recurring payment. 

THE STEWARDSHIP  

CORNER 

 
Gen. Offering for Jun/Jul/Aug  18,974.03 
Expenses for Jun/Jul/Aug  19,256.98 
2020 Year to date offerings:             59,306.95 
2020 Year to date expenses:           68,757.12 
 
Other Jun/Jul/Aug Offerings 
  Missions—Food Pantry   $635 
  Missions—UMCOR  $340 
  Missions—Restore Avilla  $433 
  Missions—UM Mountain Mission $120 
  Trustees   $240 
  New Projectors   $1820 
     
Avg. in-person attendance Jun/Jul/Aug:  26 
Avg. online viewing for Jun/Jul/Aug:        105* 
Average LIVE viewing for Jun/Jul/Aug:   19* 

**************** 
 

*”LIVE” viewing refers to the peak number 
of people who watch our service online 
while it is live.  Keep in mind that this only 
counts computers, and in many house-
holds multiple people would be watching 
the same screen, meaning the number of 
individual viewers is likely nearly double 
the number of screens.  A number of peo-
ple also watch later as opposed to joining 
us while we are live.  “Online viewing” in-
cludes all those who watched live or later 
and also includes those who engaged in 
some way by clicking or commenting on 
the post but may have only watched a por-
tion of the service.   
 
PLEASE NOTE:  Income and expenses 
vary throughout the year with expenses 
heavy at the beginning of the year and 
income often increasing toward the end of 
the year.  Ideally, at the end of the year, we 
would like our income to balance with our 
expenses, but when this is not possible we 
are fortunate that our deficit is able to be 
covered by funds raised at the Apple Festi-
val in previous years.  As we are not hav-
ing the Apple Festival this year, we would 
love to minimize the amount from this fund 
we will need to use to balance our budget!  
Your financial contributions make a real 
difference, and we thank you for helping to 
ensure that our church is staffed, our 
building maintained, and our ministry to 
the church and community supported! 

Earn all you can so you can 
Save all you can so you can 

Give all you can 
—John Wesley 
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Singing our Faith 
 

“In Times of Great Decision” 
By Carolyn Winfrey Gillette, 2004 

 
Carolyn Gillette is Presbyterian pastor and modern hymn writer 
who lives in New York.  The lyrics in the hymn In Times of 
Great Decision are drawn from  Micah 6:6-8; Amos 5:21-24; 
Matthew 7:7-12; Mark 12:28-34; Isaiah 65:17-25; Hebrews 13:1-
9a, 16; Psalm 104 and were inspired by the National Council of 
Churches' "Christian Principles in an Election Year."  You can 
find a list of these 10 principles on page 8 or at https://
www.ncccusa.org/news/04christianprinciplesstory.html.  This 
hymn is written to the tune of The Church’s One Foundation.  I 
invite you to make this hymn your prayer as we prepare for our 
upcoming national election.    
 
In times of great decision, be with us, God, we pray! 
Give each of us a vision of Jesus' loving way. 
When louder words seem endless and other voices sure, 
Remind us of your promise: your love and truth endure. 
 
O God, whose gifts are countless, you send us bearing peace. 
You fill our dreams with justice for all communities. 
You give us global neighbors, that all may justly live. 
May those we choose as leaders reflect the life you give. 
 
O God, you bridged the distance; you opened wide your door. 
You call us by our presence to reach to serve the poor. 
You teach us: Welcome strangers! Seek justice on the earth! 
May those we choose as leaders see every person's worth. 
 
You call on every nation to put aside all greed, 
To care for your creation and for your ones in need, 
To care for those in prison, for children, for the ill. 
In times of great decision, may we choose leaders well. 

How Well Did 
You Listen? 

Over the summer, Pastor Shalimar 
preached a series on Genesis, from cre-
ation through the life of Abraham.  Test 
your knowledge to see how much you 
remember:   
 
1. Adam and Eve lived in a garden in a 

place called… 
 A.  Eden 
 B.  Gethsemane 
 C.  Gomorrah 
2. Which of Adam and Eve’s sons was 

murdered by his brother?   
 A.  Cain 
 B.  Abel 
 C.  Seth 
3. The place where the languages of 

the people were confused was 
named… 

 A.  Babel 
 B.  Gaza 
 C.  Moab 
4.  Lot was Abraham’s… 
 A.  Brother 
 B.  Son 
 C.  Nephew 
5.  Abraham’s first son was named… 
 A.  Isaac 
 B.  Ishmael 
 C.  Zimran 
6. Abraham was this age when his son 

Isaac was born… 
 A.  75 
 B.  100 
 C.  500 
7. The name of the woman chosen to 

be Isaac’s wife was… 
 A.  Leah 
 B.  Rachel 
 C.  Rebekkah 
8. Abraham and Sarah were buried in 
 A.  Canaan 
 B.  Egypt 
 C.  Haran 

Answers:  
1. a; 2. b; 3. a; 4. c; 5. b; 6. b; 7. c; 8. a 

HUMOR:  Motor Vehicles in the Bible 
• God drove Adam and Eve out of the Garden in a Fury, an automobile 

produced by Plymouth from 1955 to 1989. 

• Israel's Triumph (a British automobile produced from 1921 to 1984) 
could be heard after the death of Goliath (2 Samuel 17:52) 

• Honda... because Acts 2:12 says the apostles "were all in one Accord," 
an automobile produced continuously since 1976. 

• In Psalm 83, the Almighty clearly owns both a Pontiac and a Geo. The 
passage urges the Lord to "pursue your enemies with your Tempest and 
terrify them with your Storm." -- Psalm 83:15 

• God may favor Dodge pickup trucks since the Israelites were warned 
not to follow Moses up on the mountain "until the Ram's horn sounds a 
long blast." -- Exodus 19:13 

• 2 Corinthians 4:8 describes a group traveling in a Volkswagen 
Bug: "We are hard pressed on every side." 
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September 2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
9-11:30am 
Food Pantry 

2 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30pm Trustees 

3 4 5 

6 
9am Worship 
10am SS 

7   
LABOR DAY 
Office Closed 

8 
9-11:30am 
Food Pantry 

9 
 
1pm Oak Farm 
Food Pantry 
Tour 
 
2pm Bible Study 
@ Sacred Heart 

10 11 12 

13 
9am Worship 
10am SS 

14 15 
9-11:30am 
Food Pantry 

16 
 
 
 
 
2pm Bible Study 
@ Sacred Heart 

17 18 19 

20 
9am Worship 
10am SS 

21 22 
9-11:30am 
Food Pantry 

23 
 
 
 
 
2pm Bible Study 
@ Sacred Heart 
 
 

24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4-7pm Rummage 
Sale 

25 
 
9am-5pm  
Rummage Sale 

26 
 
9am-12pm  
Rummage Sale 

27 
9am Worship 
10am SS 

28 29 
9-11:30am 
Food Pantry 

30 
 
 
 
 
2pm Bible Study 
@ Sacred Heart 

   

RUMMAGE SALE 
September 14-22:   

Drop Off Rummage Sale Items 

September 24:  4:00 p.m.—7:00 p.m. 
September 25:  9:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 
September 26:  9:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 
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October 2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 
9am Worship 
10am SS 
 
1pm Blessing of 
the Animals Out-
door Service  

5 6 
9-11:30am 
Food Pantry 

7 
 
 
 
2pm Bible Study 
@ Sacred Heart 
 
5:30pm Trustees 

8 9 10 
9am-6pm  
Indiana UM  
Annual Confer-
ence Part II 
(Online) 

11 
9am Worship 
10am SS 

12 13 
9-11:30am 
Food Pantry 

14 
 
 
 
2pm Bible Study 
@ Sacred Heart 

15 16 17 

18 
9am Worship 
10am SS 

19 20 
9-11:30am 
Food Pantry 

21 
 
 
 
2pm Bible Study 
@ Sacred Heart 

22 23 24 

25 
9am Worship 
10am SS 

26 27 
9-11:30am 
Food Pantry 

28 
 
 
 
2pm Bible Study 
@ Sacred Heart 

29 30 31 
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November 2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  
ALL SAINTS 

DAY 
9am Worship 
10am SS 
11am Christmas 
Charities Benefit 
Dinner @ St. 
James 

2 3 
ELECTION 
DAY 
9-11:30am 
Food Pantry 

4 
 
 
 
2pm Bible Study 
@ Sacred Heart 
 
5:30pm Trustees 

5 6 7 

8 
9am Worship 
10am SS 
 
Deadline to or-
der Incarnation 
Advent Study 
books 

9 10 
9-11:30am 
Food Pantry 

11 
 
 
 
2pm Bible Study 
@ Sacred Heart 

12 13 14 

15 
9am Worship 
10am SS 

16 17 
9-11:30am 
Food Pantry 

18 
 
 
 
2pm Bible Study 
@ Sacred Heart 
 
 

19 20 21 

22 
CHRIST THE 

KING 
9am Worship 
10am SS 

23 24 
9-11:30am 
Food Pantry 

25 
 
 
 
2pm Bible Study 
@ Sacred Heart 

26 
THANKSGIV-

ING DAY 
Office Closed 

27 28 
 
12 pm Shull 
Family Fellow-
ship Hall Rental 

29 
ADVENT1 

9am Worship 
10am SS 

30      
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Leave your articles in the office,  

or e-mail your news to  
avillacalvaryumc@embarqmail.com 

INSIDE THIS NEWSLETTER 
 

• Rummage Sale 
• Costa Rica Mission Trip 2021 
• Help Needed at Epworth Forest 
• Read the Minor Prophets this Fall 
• Blessing of the Animals Service 
• All Saints Day Service 
• Advent Book Home Study Orders Due 
• 2020 Election Day Prayers 
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